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ili awaiting us, probably near at hand. One of the 
eel most important and inevitable is the extension and 
Any old member whose professional experience | organisation of veterinary public health work which 


goes back some fifty years, called upon to prepare 
a Presidential address for a veterinary association, 
has an excellent subject ready to his hand in a 
review of the changes that have taken place in 
the period in veterinary surgeons themselves and 
in the conditions of their work. Those changes 
are much less marked in some districts than in 
others ; but they are very evident everywhere, and, 
taking the profession as a whole, they amount to a 
veritable revolution. 

At the beginning of the period, veterinary sur- 
geons generally were less of professional men than 
now. Free to advertise, they used their freedom 
with a vengeance; and many of them made more 
money by selling quantities of medicines than by 
practice proper. In their personal characteristics, 


too, many of them resembled tradesmen, and often | 


those of an inferior type. In general education, in 
breadth of mind, and in manners, a great many of 
the old-time veterinary practitioners were infinitely 
below the average member of to-day, and their 
associations were such as could have been expected 
from such men. There were many exceptions ; but, 
speaking broadly, neither the men nor their work 
had reached the standard essential to a profession. 
Many other differences will occur to every mem- 
ber. Practices were far smaller in working area 
then than they have become since the advent of the 
motor. The horse was the premier veterinary 
patient, and in many districts practically the sole 
one, while canine practice was despised and rejec- 
ted of nearly all qualified men. Some diseases 
which are now important were then unrecognised, 
and many others were very imperfectly understood. 
Further, some diseases for which we now only 
slaughter were then frequently treated, with more 
benefit to the veterinary surgeon concerned than to 
anyone else. Perhaps the most noteworthy differ- 
ence is that the science and practice of veterinary 
preventive medicine, so important now and still 
gaining in importance, was then in its infancy. 
Most individual practitioners were more or less dis- 
posed to neglect it, and its systematic organisation 
by the profession and the State had not yet begun. 
Weare all aware of these changes, but one who 
has lived through their evolution should best appre- 
ciate and describe them. Such a review could hardly 
fail to be interesting and suggestive, and would be 
deeply so if well done. 1t might fitly conclude with 
an attempt to deduce, from a comparison of our past 
and present, some idea of the future changes we must 
prepare to meet. We all know that changes are 


we can all foresee ; and much of our future depends 
upon the course we take in this. Other changes 
could be suggested, and it would be well to recognise 
all in advance. It would be well, too, for veterinary 
surgeons generally to attempt what a few of the 
most far-seeing ones have always been able to accom- 
plish—to look beyond the immediate present, with 
an aim to guiding the future course of the Body 
Corporate. In that attempt, a consideration of our 
past history will be found not without help for us. 
We are confronted with one of the most dubious 
and anxious periods the profession has ever known, 
and a little pondering on ‘‘ Whence comest thou "’ 
may profitably precede the further question of 
“ Whither goest thou ?"’ 


THE DANGER OF THE FREE USE OF 
EPSOM SALTS. 


I read with interest the short paper from the pen 
of Mr. W. R. Davis which appeared in your columns 
on November 22nd, wherein the writer condemned 
the free use of large doses of Epsom salts in the 
alimentary troubles in the ox; I am glad to think 
that the experience of a brother practitioner as then 
narrated conformed to the experience I have had in 
practice. For a number of years now it has been 
my practice to discard very largely the use of salts 
and, like Mr. Davis, rely more on stimulants and 
treacle. So much is this the case that a client who 
had employed several veterinary surgeons in his 
time remarked “that he neyer knew a veterinary 
who used so much treacle in the treatment of his 
cases.”” I thereupon reminded him that the use of 
treacle was not profitable from my point of view, 
but I had the satisfaction of knowing that I cured 
my cases. 

Last year treacle was scarce and expensive, and 
as a consequence when this article was not forth- 
coming I failed to cure several good animals. A 
stoppage of the bowels in cattle is, as most practi- 
tioners know, a prolonged case. The bowels cannot 
be opened with one or two drinks, and to give a mi- 
neral purge daily for a week or a fortnight would 
be simply inviting disaster. The vitality of the 
patient is lowered and the chances of recovery cor- 
respondingly lessened. By giving treacle or oil— 
especially treacle, you provide a reliable vegetable 
purge for ruminants, and one which causes the ani- 
mal to drink water; the result being that the con- 
tents of stomach and bowels are liquified and the 
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whole tract cleansed and purified. At the same 
time treacle is a stimulant as well as a nutrient 
supporting the patient during the time of need. 
psom salts given to a cow with pending milk 
fever—the result, as Mr. Davis says, may well be 
fatal. Collapse is brought on, and the greatest diffi- 
culty will be experienced in getting the bowels again 
to perform their normal functions. Not in milk 
fever only are salts detrimental, but also in cases 
where biood or mucus is passed in the dung, or 
where digestive troubles have been brought about 
by eating leaves that cause vegetable poisoning, or 
again in a case of partial paralysis of the bowels. 

Treacle is in my opinion the safest purge to give 
to cattle, and it phn. be kept in large quantities 
by all stock owners. It is a much stronger purge 
than oil when given to cattle, and when used for this 

urpose it should be dissolved in water and horned 
into the patient, as its action is then much more 

ropounced than when it is given mixed with the 
ood. 

The only time, as far as I am able to judge, when 
it may prove detrimental is when tympany is pre- 
sent; it then has a tendency to distend the rumen 
and bowels with gas, and unless you are at hand to 
relieve this condition a case may be lost, owing to 
failure brought about by pressure exerted upon the 
heart. 

It is well just here to remark that I am not urging 
that the use of Epsom salts is always detrimental. 
There are times and conditions when its use is dis- 
tinctly beneficial, but the unrestricted use of it, and 
more particularly by non-professionals, has resulted 
in the loss of valuable stock. Many laymen in their 
treatment of their stock remind me of the closing 
lines of an old epitaph ;— 


“Tf I had stuck to Epsom salts 
I would’nt been lying in these here vaults.” 


Many farmers have the child-like belief indicated 
in this old couplet, and the sooner it is abandoned 
the better. 

At the time I read Mr. Davis’s remarks on Epsom 
salts I fully appreciated his views. Readers do not 
always respond and express thanks, nevertheless, 
speaking for myself, 1 am indeed grateful to anyone 
who takes the trouble to write an account of any ip- 
teresting case giving an opinion on the same. Be- 
cause an article is not referred to, the writer need 
not feel slighted, and think it has not been worth 
while to write; the profession generally finds a 
distinct benefit in the communication of cases worth 
recording, of drugs worth using, and of anything of 
moment occurring in practice. We are all grateful 
to those who give us the results of their actual ex- 
perience. W. Toppin HEewetTson, 


Brampton, Cumberland. 


What is the influence of soil on wool? In the case of 
a strong-coated Blackfaced ram, transferred at the shear- 
ling stage from land which is naturally inclined to grow 
strong wool, on to land which makes for the production 
of a soft and fine clip, the coat of the ram, if he is kept 
regularly outside on the strange ground until he is three 
or —— will ually assume a softer and finer 
character. 


VENTRAL HERNIA. 


Adverting to Mr. W. Gardner’s clinical note and 
to Mr. Chas. Nesling’s experience of ventral hernia 
in the parturient mare in last week’s Veterinary 
Record ; I venture to say I had two cases last foal- 
ing season in Suffolk mares, one mare died prior to 
foaling, the other gave birth to a small live foal, 
and she is in foal again. 

Mr. Nesling says he was never able to locate the 
hernial opening in any of his cases ; in this connec- 
tion, 1 venture to quote Prof. W. L. Williams, of 
the New York State Veterinary College, Cornell 
University. In his book “ Veterinary Obstetrics.” 
p. 196 et seq., the condition rupture of the prepubian 
tendon is fully described and illustrated. | 

“The eventual lesion consists of a transverse rup- 
ture of the prepubian tendon immediately in front 
of the pubis . . . the causes so far as determined 
are :— 

1. The increased strain upon the abdominal floor 
caused by the presence of the gravid uterus . . . 

2. Degenerative changes in the tissues of the ab- 
dominal floor including the prepubian tendon, close- 
ly associated with profuse oedema of this region. 

The prognosis of complete rupture of the tendon 
is very grave, since most mares along with their 
foals perish before the conclusion of the pregnancy 
during which the rupture occurs.” 


Ipswich. Horace L. Ropers, F.R.C.V.S. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Stupres oF IMMUNITY AGAINST ANTHRAX. 


R. Kraus and P. Beltrami have recently published 
(Boll. Ist. Int. d’Agr.) an article upon this subject. 
The question of the fate of anthrax bacilli in the 
healthy organism (whether the latter is sensitive to 
infection, or naturally or artificially immune) has 
been studied by numerous workers, but these have 
not arrived at concordant results. The authors 
have therefore thought it useful to recommence 
studying it. 

It often nage that animals (cattle and sheep) 
vaccinated with anti-anthrax vaccine die with symp- 
toms of anthrax after the first or second vaccination, 
causing the suspicion that the vaccine itself was the 
cause of death. In such cases it is necessary to de- 
termine whether death is imputable to the vaccine 
or whether the animals died in consequence of being 
vaccinated when they were in the incubation period 
of a naturally contracted infection. The authors 
have therefore investigated the question of whether, 
in the healthy organism, the Pasteur vaccine can 
augment in virulence till it reaches that of the vir- 
ulent bacillus of anthrax. 

Working with sheep, the authors found that the 
virulent anthrax bacillus, if it kills the sheep in a 
short time, may be cultivated from the blood and 
organs with its primitive virulence. If, on the con- 
trary, the dose of culture used is not mortal to the 
sheep, and after a certain time the inoculated ani- 
mals are healthy, the organs appear sterile. 
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doses (4 c.c. of Pasteur’s first or second vaccine), 
the vaccine is obtained with its proper initial viru- 
lence from the blood of the dead sheep. 

Finally, experiments with sheep which had been 
vaccinated some months before yielded the following 
results. Inoculating them with a high and mortal 
dose of vaccine, it was found that the blood of the 
dead animals might contain typical bacilli of fhe 
virulence of natural anthrax. When virulent bacilli 
were inoculated into sheep whose artificial immuni- 
ty was sufficient to confer protection against infec- 
tion, it was found that the sheep survived, and that 
cultures from the organs yielded either negative re- 
sults, or an attenuated bacillus, or at most one with 
the virulence of Pasteur’s first vaccine, 

Hence in cases of death from vaccination it is 
possible to decide whether death was caused by the 
vaccine or by natural infection, In the first case, 
the bacillus isolated from the dead animal will have 
the virulence of the vaccine ; inthe second, it will 
have that of the natural anthrax bacillus. 

The authors conclude (1) that the virulent bacil- 
lus does not undergo any alteration in its ‘virulence 
if it is cultivated from animals which have died a 
few days after infection with it, and (2) that if the 
immunity from vaccination is complete, the organ- 
ism destroys the virulent germ, which hence disap- 
pears, or is found in the organism still living, but 
attenuated or avirulent. It is probable that the 
attenuation of the virulent bacilli precedes their 
destruction. 

In accordance with these results the authors 
formulate the following theory. ‘‘ Acfive or passive 
immunity of the organism against anthrax results 
from the property which it acquires of attenuating 
the bacteria which have invaded it till it has ren- 
dered them avirulent and in consequence inoffensive. 
(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


A orf INVAGINATION. 


Vanderslooten recorded this case in the Tijdschrift 
voor Veeartsenijkunde. The subject was a dog, 
which, when he came under Vanderlooten’s care, 
had shown loss of appetite and had repeatedly vomi- 
ted a yellowish liquid. The animal was very pro- 
strate, the buccal mucous membrane was pale, and 
the temperature was 101:3° F. Palpation of the 
abdominal wall did not yield the least information, 
and did not cause any pain. Loss of appetite was 
complete, both for liquids and solids. 

The first treatment adopted by the author was 
the application of a Priessnitz bandage to the abdo- 
men and the administration of a dose of castor oil. 
The latter was vomited a few hours later, as were 
also a little milk mixed with Vichy water, and a 
little beef tea, both of which had been given in ad- 


dition. The final treatment that day was a sedative 
draught containing tincture of opium. 

The next day no improvement could be seen. 
Salicylate of bismuth, anaesthine, and a subcutane. 
ous injection of morphia were prescribed. After 
some hours of tranquillity, the vomiting attacks re- 
appeared. The author then washed out the stomach 
with normal saline solution, rinsed the intestine 
with a one per cent, solution of lysol, and gave a 
subeutaneous injection of camphorated ether. De- 
— all this treatment, the dog died during the 
night. 

Post-mortem, it was found that the duodenum 
was invaginated into the stomach for a length of 
three centimetres (=about 1} inch). The stomach 
and intestine contained only a little sticky fluid. At 


the seat of the invagination, the lumen of the intes- 


tine was completely occluded. The small intestine 
was engorged for a great portion of its extent, and 
strewn with haemorrhagic specks. The author 
thinks that gastritis was the primary affection, and 
that the vomiting had caused the invagination.— 
(Annales de Méd, Vét.) W.R.C. 


IMPACTION OF THE RUMEN. 
V0 the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 


Sir—As some readers of Zhe Record have written 
to me are | for more precise details of the suggested 
treatment of impaction of the Rumen. I shall be glad 
if you will allow me to make a more exact statement. 

T have found that concentrated solution of ammonium 
acetate in doses of two ounces, frequently repeated if 
necessary, is an effective and reliable evacuant for cattle, 
and as a rule I restrict my treatment of the malad 
under consideration to its use, combined, however, with 
treacle, which greatly assists its action.” Two ounces of 
Liq. Amm. Acet. Cone. (1—8) added to 2lb. of treacle 
dissolved in a quart of hot water is given as a first dose, 
and about every tenth hour afterwards the dose is 
repeated (11b. of treacle being used) for four times. If by 
this time a fair amount of soft feeces have not been - 
I perhaps give twenty to thirty ounces of raw linseed oil, 
and ten hours after, Amm. Carb. 1 oz. of Pulv. Nucis 
Vom. 1} drams, with treacle and hot water ; or continue — 
with the ammonium acetate and treacle. I frequently 
add a dram of some warm essential oil (cajeput or 
povperment) to each dose, and sothetimes 1 dram of Acid 
Carbolic crystals dissolved in the hot water if tympany 
is present, depending on the severity of the case and on 
the nature of the dietetic errors that have induced it. 
On the second, third or fourth day rumination is again 
established, abundant fzeces are passed and the appetite, 
returns. In about a week or a little under everything 
is again in order. 

I recognise that this is a rather long time, and admit 
that the same result may sometimes be brought about 
in half the time by a pound or two of salts and ginger, 
but my contention is that such doses are not given 
without risk, and that they are often dangerous. I will 
even go so far as to say that they will at times kill the 
animal they were intended to cure, and that I have 
seen such a consummation. 

Liq. Amm. Acet. Cone. is readily made by saturating 
Acid Acet. fort with Amm. Carb. or by adding about 
five ounces of Liq. Amm, fort to sixteen ounces of Acid 
Acetic fort. However made, the solution ought to 
smell of ammonia. Yours, 

W. R. Davis, M.R.C.v.s, 


Afterwards the authors studied what happens to 
the attentuated anthrax bacillus if it is injected into 
the healthy sheep in the quantity necessary for pro- 
phylactic vaccination. If it kills the animals after 
a certain time, it is observed (as, for example, after 
two weeks) that some organs contain bacilli which 
do not correspond to the type of the vaccine injec- 
ted. If, however, the vaccine is injected in lethal 
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Recent Investigations. 


The Fifth Annual Report of the Medical Research 
Committee, 1918-1919,* contains, among other things 
interesting to the veterinary profession, an account of 
the work which has been carried on under the direction 
of the Committee since 1914 at Reading, in connection 
with the contamination of Milk. Dr. Stenhouse 
Williams, with the help of a whole-time assistant 
supplied by the Committee, has conducted an enquiry 
into the persistence in pasture lands of tuberculous in- 
fection caused by infected cattle. The Committee pro- 
vided the rent of experimental fields and laboratory ex- 

nses. The work done during the past four years has 

n directed to the study of methods for detecting 
tubercle bacilli in the fresh dung of cows. The primary 
object of the research was to gain accurate knowledge 
of the degree to which —_— become infected by 
tubercle bacilli in dung and the conditions in which they 
may become and remain infectious to healthy cows using 
the same pastures. Dr. Williams published a prelim- 
inary report in The Veterinary News of 1917 (XLV, page 
173). he work is now being brought to a completion. 
Tubercle bacilli have been found to be alive and virulent 
in natuarlly and artificially infected faeces after it has 
lain upon pasture land for five months. “It is not yet 
clear whether at periods beyond this, their apparent 
disappearance has been due to the death of the bacilli, 
or to the fact that the greater part of tne infected faeces 
had been washed away. It has been shown further that 
a notable number of apparently healthy cows in milk 
excrete tubercle bacilli in the faeces among some 420 
cows that have been examined. Detailed work has 
been done for the further analysis of the circumstances 
in which this excretion occurs, and of the relation be- 
tween the recorded observations and the probable actual 
number of infected samples which escape detention. 
When samples of naturally infected faeces from these 
infected cows have been stored in a dark cellar, living 
virulent bacilli can be found in them twelve months 
after the passage of the faeces from the cows. A full 
report upon this work wiil shortly be prepared for 
publication.” 


PATHOLOGY OF INFECTION IN TUBERCULOSIS. 


Investigation into the types of tubercle bacilli are 
being carried out at Dublin under Prof. McWeeney’s 
direction, in ordex to establish the incidence of bovine 
and human types of bacilli respectively, in surgical cases 
of human tuberculosis ; with special reference to the 
supply of milk contaminated with bovine tuberculosis 
at various centres of population in Ireland. 


SpectaAL BACTERIAL PROBLEMS. 

At Cambridge, Dr. A. Stanley Griffith has also been 
studying the types of the tubercle bacillus, and’ has 
found that in cases of tuberculous glands of the neck 
the percentage showing bovine infection varies in suc- 
cessive . rom 85% in infancy to 33% at twenty years 
of age. In cases of adults about 20% showed bovine in- 
fection. In fifty cases of scrofuloderma about 40% were 
caused by bovine bacilli. 


Hdinburgh Veterinary College War Memorial. 


It has been decided to form a War Memorial to the 
graduates and students of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College who have fallen in the war. An influential 
committee will carry out the scheme, which it has been 
decided is to take the form of a memorial library, with 
the existing college library as a nucleus. At the first 
meeting of the committee Principal O.C. Bradley was 
elected chairman and Professors Greig and Linton, 
secretary and treasurer respectively. 


*H.M. Stationery Office. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Trish BRANCH. 


A meeting of the Association was held at 7.30 p.m., 
on Wednesday, November 5th, at the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin. 

Mr. A. Watson occupied the chair, and the other 
members present were Messrs. Holland, Malone, Capt. 
Reavy, Daly, Carr, Wilkinson, Dodd, Little, Fitz- 
gerald, Wilson, Norris, Mason, Profs. Craig, Browne, 
and Kehoe. 


Letters expressing regret for inability to attend were 
received from Messrs. Ewing-Johnston, Ross, Winter, 
and Nolan. 

The object of the meeting was to consider the position 
of the profession in relation to public health work under 
the conditions introduced by the establishment of a 
Special Ministry of Health. 

enene as to the readjustments necessary to meet 
with these conditions, as well as other matters of general 
veterinary interest, having been generally discussed, it 
was finally decided to embody the views of those present 
in the terms of the following resolution, which was: 
unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved “That we, the Representatives of the Veter- 
inary Profession in Ireland assembled at this meeting, 
are of opinion that the proper scheme for the re-organisa- 
tion of the Veterinary Services in this country would be 
the appointment of a whole-time Veterinary Officer or 
Officers for each County Council or County Borough, to 
deal with all veterinary duties within the area of the 
Local Authority ; and that such duties should be super- 
vised by the ory of Agriculture, or the Veter- 
inary Section of the Ministry of Health, according as 
they lie respectively within the jurisdiction of these two 
Departments.” 

The President, Mr. A. Watson, and the Hon. Sec., 
Capt. P. D. Reavy, having consented to retain office, 
their previous election to these positions was confirmed ; 
— pleasure being expressed that their decisions 

ad coincided with the wishes of all members present. 

The meeting was closed by the President at 10.30 p.m. 


Veterinarians and the Irish Health Council. 


Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.R.c.v.s., of Belfast, who is 
a member of the Irish Public Health Council, has been 
pressing upon the attention of the Council the import- 
ance of the veterinary side of a general scheme for public 
health administration. Ata meeting of the Council on 
the 4th ult. it was, on the proposal of Mr. Johnston, 
unanimously decided to recommend as one of the pro- 
visions of the scheme the appointment of a whole-time 
veterinary officer for each county council. Subsequently, 
at a meeting on the 19th ult., Mr. Johnston, following up 
his former proposal, tabled the following statement :— 


ProposED VETERINARY SECTION OF THE MINISTRY. 


“This Council having decided to recommend counties 
as the administrative areas under the Public Health 
Acts, and having approved of the principle of the 
appointment of a veterinary officer of health for each 
county, it now appears to me to be desirable that I 
should suggest to the Council a plan by which the 
various duties I have claimed for the veterinary service 
may be efticiently and economically discharged. At the 
present time the veterinary branch of the D.A.T.I. is 
solely engaged in controlling, suppressing, and eradica- 
ting the contagious diseases of animals. This service 
was originally under the control of the Privy Council, 
and has been in existence since about the year 1873. 
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Nominally the work of the branch was intended to save 
the pockets of agriculturalists, but practically, and in 
addition, this service has conferred inestimable benefits 
upon the general community from a public health point 
of view ; and unquestionably its proper place—having 
regard to (1) the great advance of science, (2) preventive 
medicine, (3) the establishment of a Ministry of Health 
—should be the veterinary section of the Ministry. 
Originally the veterinary department was a department 
of itself, now it is simply affiliated with the D.A.T.L, 
but its functions are the same and in no way dovetail 
into any other work of that department. The service 
can, therefore, be again transferred without having a 
detrimental or hurtful effect upon the agricultural 
service. The health and well-being of animals, and the 
control, suppression, and eradication of contagious 
diseases, many of which are communicable to man, and 
all of which are important in their bearing on the supply 
of human food, should undoubtedly be controlled by 
the authority which may be entrusted with the all- 
important duties of safeguarding pnblic health. You 
cannot dissociate the health of man from the health of 
animals, and now that the opportunity has come for us 
to amalgamate services essential to health questions it 
would be suicidal to continue the “ lop-sided ” inefficient 
system of the Government departments over-lapping 
each other. Such methods spell inefficiency and waste- 
fulness. The Veterinary Department has a chain of 
services which, if slightly added to, improved, and taken 
over, places us in the immediate possession of a veterin- 
ary section of a Public Health Ministry such as I ask 
for. Each local authority appoints veterinary inspectors 
to carry out the necessary work under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act—those officers are partly paid 
by the local authorities and partly by the Agricultural 
Department, and to them I now propose to entrust the 
duties which I have mentioned as essentially veterinary. 
Of course the added duties and responsibilities must 
carry adequate increased remuneration. Our local 
authority inspectors’ work must then be brought under 
the direct control of the proposed wholetime county 
veterinary inspector, who in turn would be controlled 
by the veterinary head of the veterinary section of the 
Public Health Ministry. In this manner we secure 
uniformity of all veterinary health questions, and bein 

linked up with the health service we secure that cordia 
and sympathetic association with the medical profession 
which is so essential if the well-being of the community 
is to be properly safeguarded. I desire to emphasize 
the great necessity for the establishment of veterinary 
laboratories and research stations. These are imperative, 
and I am confident would very soon render benefits of 
the utmost value to our country.” 

The proposal contained in the above statement will 
come before the Council at the next meeting on 9th 
December. It may be stated that it is suppported by 
practically all the members of the profession in the 
country. Ata largely attended meeting of the North 
of Ireland Veterinary Medical/Association the following 
resolution was unanimously passed.— That, having 
carefully examined the proposals put forward by Mr. 
J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.E., M.R.c.v.s., for the estab- 
blishment of a veterinary section of the roposed 
Ministry of Public Health for Ireland, we desire to 
support those proposals in the strongest possible manner. 
Further, we are of the opinion that such a service is 
absolutely essential, and imperative if the community is 
to be safeguarded from the many diseases communicable 
from animals, both by direct infection and by the use 
of diseased animal products. We call upon the autho- 
rities to take the earliest possible opportunity to bring 
about this long-delayed and urgently needed reform.” 
—The Northern Whig and Belfast Post. 


ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGIAN VETERINARY RELIEF Funp. 


A meeting of the British Committee was held at 10, 
Lion Square, on Friday October 24th, when the follow- 
ing members were present :—Mr. F. W. Garnett in the 
chair. Messrs. A. Lawson, H. A. MacCormack, T. S. 
Price, S. H. Slocock, F. Bullock. 

Apologies for obsence were received from Major Ab- 
son, Sir 8S. Stockman, Dr. J. McI. McCall, Sir John 
M‘Kadyean, Mr. R. C. Trigger, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Prof. 
S. H. Gaiger, Col. A. W. Mason, Major F. Hobday, 
Messrs. J. Ewing Johnston, T. M’Guinness, Major A. 
Gofton, Mr. G. A. Banham. 

The minutes of the previcus meeting, having been 
published, were taken as read and confirmed. 


Statemeut of account 22nd Oct. 1915 to 22nd Oct. 1919. 


Income. 
By Subscriptions £586 0 2 
Bank Interest 28 1 1 
£614 1 38 
Expenditure. 

To Printing and Stationery £14 2 6 
Petty Cash, Postages, etc. 1 00 
Bank Commission 2 9 


Remitted to Le Secours Vétérinare 


Anglo-Franco-Belge 300 9 
Balance at Bank 289 16 2 
£614 1 3 


We have audited the above Income and Expenditure 
Account and certify the same to be correct. 
22/10/19. WoopHousE AND WILKINSON, 
Chartered Accountants. 


Since the date of the audit, additiunal subscriptions 
amounting to eleven guineas had been received. On 
the motion Of Mr. Price, seconded by Mr. Slocock, it 
was resolved 

“That the fund be closed and that the balance in 
hand be transferred to the Treasurers of the Central 
Committee in Paris.” It was also resolved 

“That a hearty vote of thanks be conveyed to Messrs. 
Woodhouse and Wilkinson for their work as Honorary 
Auditors of the Fund.” 


VicrorRiA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FuNpD. 


A meeting of the Council of* the Fund was held at 
the Registered Oftices at 10 Red Lion Square, on Thurs- 
oe, October 10th 1919. 

-resent: Mr. S. H. Slocock in the chair. Messrs. G. 
A. Banham, J. C. Coleman, Prof. J. F. Craig, Mr. F. W. 
Garnett, Major A. Gofton, Mr. P. J. L. Kelland, Sir 
Stewart Stockman, Messrs. H. Sumner, R. ©. Trigger. 

Apologies for absence were received from Dr. 6. C, 
Bradley, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, W. J. Young, T. A. 
M’Guinness, and P. J. Howard. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
published, were taken as read and confirmed. 


Secretary's Report, October 1919, Since the previous 
(Juarterly Meeting, the following new subscriptions 
have been received :— 


A. L. Sheather £1 1 «0 
Capt. J. S. Keane : 2s 
J. R. R. Hamilton 100 
J. M. H. White, Major 110 
M. Tailby, incr subscription 110 
A. Spicer, further donation 10 0 0 


I regret to have to report that asthe Boltons Cinema 
has, for the present at all events, ceased to open on Sun- 
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days, no contribution has been received from that source 
since June 18th. Mr. West, who has kindly acted for 
the fund in this matter, has undertaken to sec that if 
gee openings recommence, the fund wil] again bene- 
it 


Reminders have been sent out on two separate occa- 
sions to subscribers in arrear, but at the present moment 
over 50 members have failed to pay their subscription 
for this year. 

It may be that the report of the Stephenson Bequest 
has created the impression that the fund has no need for 
subscriptions. How far this is from the truth will be 
seen by the following figures :— 


At the present moment, the Fund is paying out asum 
of £54 3s, 4d. per month to 22 receipients. This means 
an annual payment of £650. Administrative expenses, 
including printing, stationery and postages account for 
another £100, (£750 in all). This year we have the 
heavy expenses of the Incorporation to meet out of the 
General Fund Account, and this item alone is £120, 
though, of course, it will not recur. There are in hand 
some half a dozen fresh applications for relief, and if 
during the ensuing quarter another five grants are made 
of 10/- per week, the additional annual expenditure will 
be £130. Omitting, then, the item of Incorporation 
expenses as not recurring next year, the amount to be 
met is £880. The total amount received in subscrip- 
tions last year was £438 17s. Od., and from dividends 
£135 6s; 2d., making a total of £574. Ifa similar sum 
is received during the present year, it will be seen that 
out of the income from the Stephenson Fund at least 
£300 must be taken to fnzet the estimated expenditure 
of £880, and that very little will be left for the purpose 
of making the much needed increases in some of the 
grants now paid. I feel sure that if members realise 
that of the 22 recipients at present on the books three 
receive only 7/6d. per week, 12, 10/- per week, and the 
remainder 15/- per weeb, and consider how little these 
sums wili provide for household necessities in these days, 
= shall not appeal in vain for an increased subscription 
ist. 

Letters have been sent to the various Veterinary 
Medical Associations calling attention to the new con- 
stitution of the Fund, and asking that an annual sub- 
scription of at least two guleees should be voted in order 
to give the Association the right to appoint a member 
of Council. It is earnestly to be hoped that every 
Association will take advantage of this opportunity to 
become identified with the fund and its administration. 
In this way will be realised our ideal,’ which is—(overn- 
ment of the fund by the profession for the benefit of the 


profession. 
Investment of 'unds. It was resolved 


“That the Common Seal be atlixed to the contract for 
the pasebase of War Loan (Registered Stock) from the 
Stephenson Bequest. 

‘xecutive Committee. The following were appointed 
with power to deal with urgent cases :—The President 
and Treasurer, with Mr. E. 

CASsEs. 


. West, Vice-President, 

No. 18. Widow aged 59. Applies for renewal. The 
Secretary was instructed to inform the applicant that 
the Council cannot renew the grant at present, but that 
if her circumstances should change, a further application 

ould be considered. 

No. 44. Widow aged 54. One son and one daughter. 
An invalid. Grant of 10/- renewed. 

No. 47. Member. estitute and in bad health. 
Grant of 10/- made, to pay rent of rooms. 

No. 49. Widow aged 63. Invalid. Income £34 per 
annum including charitable assistance. Grant of 10/- 
per week made. 


No. 50 Widow aged 69. One son a sailor, four mar- 
ried daughters. Invalid. No income, but occasional 
gifts from daughters. Grant of 10/- per week made. 


No. 51. Widow aged 56. Two daughters, one just 
leaving school. Grant of 10/- per week made. 
No. 51. Daughter of deceased veterinary surgeon, 


aged 10 years. Grant made to cover fees at Boarding 
school, not exceeding £40 per annum. 


Research work at “The Zoo.” 


The Prosectorium at the Zoological Gardens, used for 

research in comparative anatomy, has been reconstitu- 
ted, and Professor Leiper, of the London School of 
Tropical Medicine, has been appointed director. 
_ Professor Leiper, as a temporary lieutenant-colonel 
in the R.A.M.C., worked out the life-history of the worm 
which causes bilharziosis in human beings, and suggested 
measures which should suppress this plague in Egypt. 
He will have the direction of the staff, and general 
superintendence of the laboratory. Three assistants 
have been appointed—Dr. Sonntag, M.D., late Captain 
R.A.M.C., who is to take charge of anatomy ; Dr. N. 
S. Lucas, M.B., Ch.B., of pathology ; and bi. G. M- 
Vevers, who is also an assistant to Dr. Leiper at the 
Tropical School of Parasitology. 

Since the days of Owgn and Huxley, the bodies of 
animals which die in the Zoological Gardens have been 
used for research in comparative anatomy. A succession “ 
of distinguished “ prospectors” and many well-known 
surgeons and zoologists have added to knowledge of tke 
higher vertebrates by work at the Gardens. Shortly 
before the war, the old Prosectorium stood on a site now 
covered by the Mappin Terraces, was replaced by more 
commodious premises behind the Reptile house. The 
work was extended so as to include routine pathological 
investigations into the causes of death, and a pathologist 
was added to the staff. Dr. Beddard, F.K.S., the pro- 
sector, having retired on a pension, and Dr. Plimmer, 
F.R.S., the pathologist having died during the latter 
years of the war, the work was carried on by voluntary 

elp from Dr. Murray, director of the Cancer , mene 
Institute, and_Dr. Wood Jones. The council have now 
been able to place the Prosectorium on what it is hoped 
will be a permanent basis. 

So far as anatomy is concerned, the first duty of the 
prosectorial staff is to see that all material is used to 
the best advantage. In addition to investigations 
carried out at the Gardens, material is supplied to other 
workers and to museums and laboratories. With regard 
to pathology, much time has to be occupied with the 
investigation and recording of the causes of death and 
giving advice to the Curator and the Garden Committee 
as to cases which suggest disinfection, change of diet, 
or improvements of housing and accommodation for the 
livinganimals. But special investigations are also made, 
and material is supplied to other workers. Every living 
animal contains numbers of parasites of different kinds, 
some of them noxious and others apparently harimless. 
There is still an enormous field open with reference to 
the mere identification of these parasites, and hitherto 
undescribed species are constantly being found. In 
addition to such systematic work, the rasitologist has 
an unusual opportunity of tracing the complete life- 
histories of parasites and of advancing haowiedgs with 
respect to their detection and treatment in living 
animals. 

The Prosectorium is not open to visitors to the 
Gardens, as this would interfere with the progress of 
the work. But it is available for special research, 
except such investigrtions as come under the Vivisec- 
tion Act, and it is the hope of the Council that it may 
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come to be as important a centre of scientific work as 
yo richness of the available material justifies.—7'he 
imes. 


[A correspondent forwards this cutting, and asks— 


“ Where do Veterinary Surgeons come in ; are there none 
competent to advise?” There are very few veterinary 
surgeons who have followed up Comparative Anatomy 
beyond the requirement of the curriculum for the dip- | 
loma. Some idea of the work undertaken may be found | 
in “ An Introductory Address on the Third Eyelid, by Sir | 
John Bland Sutton, F.R,C.S., Eng.” (Uhe Lancet, Oct. 


18, 1919.) Two or three of our members are F.Z.S 
Mr. H. C. Wilkie, and possibly Col. J. A. Gilruth, 
among them. The distinction is not indicated in our | 
Register, The aps J verterinary work of the Zoological | 
Society is usually entrusted to a London practitioner : 


recently Prof. Wooldridge has acted for them. | 


Vaselined Linen Thread. 


The following note is contributed to 7’he Luncet by | 
Mr. R. V. Suatrery, F.R.c..s.. Ireland, of Richmond | 
Hospital, Dublin. 

‘‘ Linen thread prepared in the following simple manner | 


has proved very satisfaciory in my work, both with the 


Salonika Forces and, since my return, in the Richmond | 


Hospital, Dublin. Barbour’s Linen thread with a hard | 
or “satin” finish is employed. Nos. 30, 60, and 90 are 
the most convenient sizes, I use the thread undyed, but 
if distinctive colours are desired the same quality thread | 
can be had iron-dyed. The thread is loosely wound on | 
glass reels, using a separate size or colour of ree] for a 
particular thickness of thread. The reels are now, 
sterilised in vaseline, which is slowly raised to 140°C. | 
and kept at this temperature for 20 minutes. Nospecial | 
apparatus is for this purpose. To facilitate | 
the removal of the reels out of the hot vaseline I usually | 
knot the thread round the reels, leaving a loose end, and | 
grip all the ends together in an ha forceps. To! 
remove aseptically the excess of vaseline front the thread 
the reels are next wrapped in sterilised gauze and placed | 
in a drum, which is treated with the ordinary dressings | 
in the steam steriliser. The thread is stored in spirit or | 
biniodide-spirit. 

Linen thread so prepared has a distinct but extremely | 
delicate coating of vaseline which is present round every | 
filament of the thread. As a ligature and suture | 
material it has pon advantages. It is not an irritant, | 
being soft and pliable it is easily drawn in to a tight 
knot, and having a smooth surface it does not traumatise | 
the tissues when being used as a suture. It is very 
strong and will keep indefinitely. The absence of | 
capillarity prevents infection passing along the thread. | 
It is easily prepared and very pleasaut to work with. 
Vaselined Ans thread has been in constant use now for 
almost two years. I have personally employed it as a | 
general ligature and suture material in more than 200. 
operations and have never had cause to regret its’ 
employment. 


Condemned Food.—Valuable Meat Lost. 


In Newcastle, during the four weeks ended October 
4, the following’ were condemned as being unfit for 
human consumption :— 

15 carcases of beef, 13 of which were tuberculous. 

4 quarters and 460 Ib. of beef (3 quarters tuberculous, 
and one quarter and 447 lb. undergoing putrefac- 
faction). 

1 carcase of veal, undergoing putrefaction. 

1,406 carcases, 2 quarters, and 6 pairs of legs of mutton, 
undergoing putrefaction ; 

together with quantities of ox-livers, ox-kidneys, ox-tails, 
ox-tripe, ox-lungs, ox-heads, ox-hearts, ox-tongues, 392 


| that as soon as she sheep arrived in t 


sheep’s. plucks, 354 sheep’s heads, sheep’s lungs, pork 
sausage, 1,044 lb. bacon and ham, 1,315 rabbits, hares, 
corned beef, corned mutton, 5 cwt. 6 st. 13 lb. of cheese, 
398 eggs, condensed milk, pigeons, chickens, 90 stones 
of mussels, 3 tons 9 cwt. 2 st. 8 lb. of fish. 

Of the total carcases of mutton condemned 1,325 were 
Australian, which had been kept in cold storage. 

In a report prepared by the Veterinary Officer of the 
Corporation, it is stated that on September 19, 22 car- 
cases were examined in one of the wholesale meat shops 
and found undergoing putrefaction and affected with 
mould. On making enquiries it was found that they 
had formed part of a consignment of 3,490 Australian 
carcases which had arrived in the city from Liverpool 
between July 14 and 17, and been placed in cold 
storage. Of the total, 1,590 had been taken out of 
storage by the wholesale firms between July 17 and 
September 1%, and therefore on visiting the cold storage 
ov September 23, there remained 1,900. Of these 1,325 
were undergoing putrefaction and were affected with 
mould and in a condition which rendered them totally 
unfit for human consuption. 

The report stated: From the inspection of the car- 
cases it was clearly evident that loss of valuable meat. 
which ought, and could have been, prevented, had 
occurred on a scale. 

It was found that during the latter part of July the 
—_ of the cold storage had been advised by the 

eat Distribution Committee, Ministry of Food, Jes- 
mond, to build up a reserve for future use, whilst 
during the latter part of August they were informed by 
the same committee that the rejuirements of imported 
meat for distribution during that period would be nil. 

The report proceeds: In addition to telephoning 
almost daily to the wholesale companies owning the 
meat, the cold storage company wrote letters pointing 
out that the meat was daily going worse, and imploring 
them to get the meat put on the market. 

The manager of the firm owning the largest amount 
of the meat, nearly 1,100 of the o—~ destroyed, stated 

e city the position 
was put before the Meat-Distribution Committee, and 
they asked to be allowed to allocate them as soon as 

ible but he states that, owing to the quantities of 
resh sheep coming forward, we never got a chance. 
short time after this we were warned .! the cold storage 
company that these sheep were daily getting worse, 
I then asked the committee to stop the Berwick sheep 
for two weeks, so that we could get clear of this mutton, 
which was not done. 

The manager of another firm states: I was notina 
position to put these sheep out without permission from 
the Distributing Committee, and, therefore, although 
quite aware of the condition of these goods, I was he p- 
less in an effort to try and save them. 

In the opinion of she Veterinary Officer, assuming 
that the numbers of live stock coming forward were 
allowed to vary according to the prices offeted, it was 
much more important in the national interests to pre- 
vent a proportion of live stock coming on to tue market 
for at least one week in July, so that the few hundreds 
of carcases of imported mutton could have be distributed 
to prevent a huge ‘oss and the committal of a serious 
offence.—T'he Eveniny Chronicle (.Vewcastle). 


Appointments in South Africa. 


The following have now been gazetted official members 
of the on Council: Mr. H. T. Martin, in place 
of Mr. R. B. Wright, and Mr. H. H. Brassey Edwards, 
in place of Mr. A. C, MacDonald. Lord Delamere has 
resigned his seat both on the Executive Council and the 
Council.—7Z'he Hast African Standard, Sept. 
18th, 1919, 
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Synthetic Ammonia. | 


The Paris corréspondent of Z’he 7'imes announces that 
on December 1 Professor d’Arsonval made an important 
communication in the name of M. Georges Claude to 
the Academy of Science. : 

M. Claude recently showed that contrary to the 
generally received theory, it is not only possible but 
strikingly easy to produce and turn to industrial uses 
pressures of 1,000 atmospheres and more. He has now 
succeeded in applying these very high pressures to the 
synthetic production of ammonia. Hitherto this had 
been done only in Germany. ee 

Under the new conditions the combination of bydro- 
gen and nitrogen takes place with such intensity that a 
very small apparatus is capable of a considerable output, 
and he proposes shortly to exhibit to the members of the 
Academy a tiny apparatus in regular working order 
capable of producing daily 200 litres (44 gallons) of 
— ammonia. 

he German chemist Haber only obtains one-third of 
a gramme of ammonia per catalytic gramme ; M. Claude 
_ obtains ten grammes. 


Veterinary Surgeon's Action at Norwich. 


An action was heard by Judge Mulligan at Norwich 
County Court in which Harry Percy Standley, veteri- 
nary surgeon of Orford place, Norwich, claimed £5 
damages from William Iredk. Howes, veterinary sur- 
we of 72a, St. Stephen’s road, Norwich, for alleged 

reach of agreement. Plaintiff also sought an injunc- 


tion to restrain Howes from practising as a veterinary | y 


surgeon in Norwich and within a radius of ten miles of 
the city. 

Mr. _ Reeve for the plaintiff said that on De- 
cember 9th 1908 Howes, who was then carrying on the 
business of a veterinary surgeou and shoeing-smith, sold 
his practice and the goodwill to Standley for £2700. In 
the deed was a covenant that Howes should not carry on 
any such practice within fifteen miles of Norwich, and 
if the agreement were broken, he would have to pay 
£2000 damages. 

In reply to His Honour, Mr. Reeve said there was no 
time limit. i 

{n September 1914 Howes went to plaintiff as an as- 
sistant at £4 a week. There was another agreement, 
and a condition that Howes should not, within five years 
of the termination of the contract, practice within ten 
miles of Norwich. On November 16th 1918, Howes 

ave a month’s notice to leave saying hejhad got{a better 
job, and left Standley. The latter found that Howes 
was practising as a veterinary surgeon at Norwich and 
had an office at 1, Boar’s Head, also a notice board to 
that effect. On October 4th Howes did some veterinary 
surgeon’s work to an animal belonging to a Mr, Tilney, 
and on other occasions. ; 

Mr. Moses, counsel for the defendant, admitted that 
Howes practised in Norwich. : 

His Honour : What is the justification ? 

Mr. Moses: According to my instructions plaintiff 
gave Howes notice. : 

Plaintiff in the box denied that he gave Howes notice 
to leave, or that he had asked Howes to come back. 
Howes, he suggested, was not in a very flourishing con- 
dition. “When my assistant left, Howes came to me 
until I could get someone else, saying he had nothing to 
do, and asked me to take him on. Howes remained for 
four years, during the time he (plaintiff) was in the 
army. 

r. Moses: Directly you came back did’nt you say 
you could not pay him £4 a week !—I don’t remember. 

You put an end entirely to the agreement the day you 
came back. You said you did not pay hlm more than 


£3 a week '‘—Nothing of the sort took place aecording 
to my knowledge. 

Did’nt you give him notice on a Sunday because the 
previous night he had refused to go out with a car with- 
out headlights ‘—Yes, but that notice was rescinded. 

I put it to you that it was a final notice, and that you 
got rid of him /—No. 

Was there any agreement to divide Government 
work !—No. 

Has any Government work been done !— Yes, shveing 
and other things. 

Was not a special provision made that he was to have 
a half share of it ?—No. 

Defendant in the box said he was managing a place at 
Methwold in Norfolk in 1913 when plaintiff asked him 
to go to him. When Standley joined up for the war 
there was a verbal agreement by which he (Howes) was 
to have a salary of £4, board and lodging, and a half 
share of any Government work. 

Mr. Moses: There is om § in the written agreement 
about Government work ?—I had already taken a share 
of it, and I thought it would go on. 

Defendant explained that he had applied for his share, 
but had not had it, and when plaintiff returned from 
war service he reduced defendant’s salary tu £1 a week: 

Mr. Moses: What did you say?—I told him it was 
very unfair ; that I had looked after his practice while 
he was away, and that otherwise it would have been 
ruined. Plaintiff replied that he could not help it and 
that I must do the best I could. 

And you stayed on with him ?—Yes. 

He did not give you notice, but reduced your salary !— 
es. 

Was anything said about living in?—He said he 
should not want me to live there any longer. 

Defendant said subsequently plaintiff sent for him 
stating he had behaved shabbily by reducing his salary 
—— make up for it. £4 a week was paid after- 
wards. 

Mr. Moses: Did Pw give him notice 7—No, he gave 
me notice because I declined to go with a motor car on 
a dark night without head lamps. When I told him I 
had decided to go, he asked me to stop. I refused and 
told him I had a better job at £6 a week. 

Defendant was cross-examined by Mr. Reeve who 
asked him about the Government work. 

Defendant replied that he got £18 half of which he 
handed over. 

_Mr. Reeve: That was before the agreement was 
signed !—I could not say. 

After — did’nt you say you had another job at 
£6 a week !—That was after he gave me notice. 

He was willing to withdraw it /—Yes, but I had ac- 
oo the other engagement which lasted seven or eight 
months. 

Having finished with that you endeavoured to start 
again as a veterinary surgeon !—I tried to obtain other 
work, but failed. 

Is it right that you started again as a veterinary sur- 
geon at 1 Boar’s Head in Norwich !—Yes. 

And unless the injunction is granted you intend to 
continue Yes. 

Mr. Moses: But you did not start until July when 
you got a letter refusing to let you look at the agree- 
ment ?—That is so. 

Plaintiff, recalled, said he had never made any agree- 
ment with defendant that the latter was to have any 
part of Government contracts. 

Mr. Moses: Did you have any money from Mr. R. E. 
Parker for examining horses !—I don’t know. I was in 
the Army. 

Mr. Reeve said plaintiff was not anxious about the 
damages, but wanted the injunction. 
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Mr. Moses contended that the restrictive agreement 
was too wide and too unreasonable. 

His Honour said the goodwill and the business were 
sold for £2700, and it would have been rendered value- 
less if defendant had liberty to set up against plaintiff 
and continue the practice he had sold. In his mind 
said his Honour, the covenant was none too wide, and 
was a validcovenant. Several years after the sale plain- 
tiff took defendant into his employment under first a 
verbal and then a written agreement. He need not 
trouble with either. They were put an end to by mutual 
consent, and did not affect the original deed of convey- 
auce. The original seal stood good, and the covenant 
contained in it stood good. Defendant was practising. 
It was a breach of that covenant, and there must be an 
injunction to restrain him from acting ir contravention 
of the deed. Plaintiff had however refused to give de- 
fefdant a copy of agreement, and defendant did not get 
one until his solicitor inspected the documents in the 
case. That was not a practice to be encouraged, and 
plaintiff would therefore not be allowed any costs up to 
the date on which a copy of the agreement was supplied. 


Destruction of Rats. 


Various authorities in Newcastle and Northumber- 
land took part in the national campaign for the destruc- 
tion of rats, and a combined plan of action was decided 


upon. 

Mr. Thomas Parker, F.1:.c.v.s., Veterinary Inspector to 
the Newcastle Corporation, was asked to draw up a re- 
port as to the best ways and means of dealing with the 
problem. He attended the demonstratiou at the Zoo- 


logical Gardens, London, where he inspected the various 
kinds of bait, traps, and so forth which modern science 
has suggested, and commented upon these, and upon the 
various experiments conducted, in the pamphlet which 
he has compiled. 

With this pamphlet betore them, it is hoped that the 
authorities concerned will be able to decide upon a plan 
of campaign which will be common to all, and which 
will be a permanent and relentless effort to overcome 
the rat pest 

In view of the crusade against rats proposed, the Aln- 
wick Urban Council had the question under consider- 
ation. A letter was read from Brig.-Gen. Mullens, com- 
mandant of the camps at Alnwick, desiring to know in 
what way the camps could co-operate with the Council 
in this effort, and eventually it was resolved to refer the 
question to the Medical Officer of Health and the Sani- 
tary Inspector with power to adopt such means for the 
destruction of rats as they considered necessary. Persons 
whose premises are infested by the vermin were desired 
to report to the Sanitary Inspector. 

Commenting on the scheme, 7he Newcastle Daily 
Journal says :—“ We believe the estimated cost is com 
paratively small ; however, cost will be a minor consid- 
eration if the attack is pressed home, for thousands of 
pounds worth of foodstuffs will be saved to the country. 


Personal. 
Captain James Forbes, M.R.c.v.s., has resigned from 
the appointment of Veterinary Lecturer under the 
Cornwall Education Committee. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Cases —| ‘Diese. Mange 
Confrmd) Ons. | Ani- Out- | Ani- | {Sheep} | 
Period. |%q|breaks| mals. Out- | Ani- mals. Scab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
Sas reaks mals, , breaks | tered. * 
A (a) (a) (b) (6) | @ 
Gr. BRITAIN. | 
Week ended Nov. 22 | s | 9 86 66| i2]} 7] 44 17 
wis | 1) 4 1| 3! 85] 12] 45 1 
1917 10 | 13 1 1] 07] 35 5 
1916 | 15 | (19 23! 24] 25] 70 40 


Total for 47 weeks, 1919 147 | 5 | 205 | 272 69 


3045 22 58 | 4519 | 8998 | *288 | 2113 973 


1918 |77| 3] 222 | 256 3 
1917 388 | 442 
oe 1916 486 | 575 1 


(2) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 25, 1919 


40 | 31] 92] 3928 | 7326] 297] 1276 | 517 
25| 60] 2199 | 4121] 447] 1985 | 838 
73 | 44) 112] 1894 | 4186] 247] 3999 | 9017 


t Counties affected, animals attacked:— - 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Onutbr ea ks 
Week ended Nov. 22 3 

; 1918... 1 10 1 36 
1916 12 1 13 
Total for 47 weeks, 1919 erat | hove 1 1 134 248 30 93 
2 94 286 27 123 
as 1917... | 3 5 1 1 41 360 195 | 1195 
pers 1916... 3 7 aia Bu 59 406 291 1891 


De ent of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 24,1919 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are“approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infectien 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.Y.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterin 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Allan, John., Castle Douglas, Kirkeud- 


brightshire 1 1 0 

Finch, T. A. McC., Rathfriland (second 
subscription) 11 0 
Newman, Wm., Wareham 100 
Previously acknowledged £1017 11 10 

Nor. 26, 1919 

Catmur, Maj. Robin Abingdon 11 
Dobie, Thomas Birkenhead 
Dobie, William Birkenhead 1 1 0 
Evans, David Llanrwat 
Harrison, H. C., Bowden, (‘heshire 110 
£1025 18 10 


Dee, 2, 1919, 


Cruelty (?) to a Mare at Sudbury. 


At Sudbury before the Mayor (Mr. A. Howard), 
Messrs. F’. R. Francis, A. Hitchcock, and 8S. B. Baker. 

John William Barber, farm steward, of Smeetham 
Hall, Bulmer, was summoned for cruelly ill-treating a 
horse by working it while in an unfit state. 

Inspector H. Manning, of the R.S.P.C.A., said that 
on the 23rd ult. he was in the Cattle Market at Sudbury, 
and saw the defendant in one of a chestnut mare 
pony, attached to a spring cart. The mare was very old, 
and in very poor condition. Under the saddle-pad he 
found a large sore, the size of a five-shilling-piece, which 
was of old standing. Blood and matter were oozing from 
it, and there was a piece of wool and felt under the pad, 
which was saturatsd with blood and matter. The 
animal seemed in great pain, and nearly dropped to the 

ound when he applied pressure to the affected part. 

e told the defendant the animal was in a very 
state and quite unfit for work. Witness asked defend- 
ant if his master knew he worked the animal in that 
condition, and he replied he did not ; he worked it on 
his own ; he harnessed it himself. They were going to 
have her destroyed.—Corroborative evidence was given 
by P..s. Smith and Inspector Cole. 

In defence, defendant said there was no sore of the 
size complained of. There was a little piece of rub 
which had been done before harvest, and when the mare 
rolled on the meadows it chafed a little piece off. He 
had been very careful with it, and put'wool under the 
pad to protect it. He had been a farm bailiff for 40 
years, and was always careful with horses. The, wool 
produced was dry when it was taken oft the mare, which 
was “as good a little mare as anyone could wish.” 

Mr. T. J. Faithfull, m.r.c.v.s., of Sudbury, said he 
was called by the defendant on October 23rd to examine 
the pony, which he found was old, but had a consider- 
able amount of vigour. He examined the back, and 
found a large scar, which, in his opinion, had been there 
for some months. In the centre of the scar was a small 
scab about two inches across, and there were signs of 
matter round the edge. On touching the scab the 
animal flinched. He then examined the pad, and found 
it did not touch the scab, and he formed the opinion 
that when the wool mentioned was in place there could 
have been no rubbing or pressure which would have 
given the animal pain, as the slightest rub would have 
removed the scab, in fact, he removed it with the 
pressure of one finger. In his opinion the matter which 
appeared in the wound gave a very erroneous impression 
as to the depth of the wound, and had the scab been 
removed and the matter washed away there would have 


been no necessity even to have put on the wool. Con- 
sidering the precautions taken, he did not think in the 


8T) | case of the wound that any pain was being inflicted on 


the animal. In reply to Inspector Manning, witness 
said the pony was nearly 30 yeara of age. 

The bench retired, and on re-appearing, the Mayor 
said the ‘Bench had carefully considered the evidence, 
ind had come to the conclusion that the case was proved 
ind without commenting on the evidence, they had 
 saragy to fine defendant £3.— Hast Anglian Daily 
Vmes. 


Vitality of Seeds. 


Writing to 7he Farmers’ Gazette, Mr. C. P. Hunter of 
Messrs. James Hunter, Ltd., says :— 


“Your contributor states that ‘it is necessary to fix a 
limit for the test, generally about 14 days, and any seeds 
not germinating in that time are regarded as dead.’ 
[his would be unfair to the majority of grass seeds, 
which only show signs of germination about the fifth day, 
when in a temperature of, say, 70 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Such grasses as New Zealand Uocksfoot require at least 
: month to complete, and a fortnight after that you will 
have apparently dead seeds germinating vigorously. The 
same applies to the seeds of such varieties as Poa pra- 
‘ensis, New Zealand fine-leaved Fescue, etc. As for 
such seeds as Parsley, which, when sown in a garden, is 
ge to go down to the nether regions and back 
before showing signs of life, where would the 14 days 


9 


limit come in 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


ARMY HONOURS. 


The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol- 
lowing appointments to the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire for exceptional devotion in the perfor- 
mance of military duties. To be dated Nov. 28 :— 


O.B.E. (Mitirary Division). 
Rutherford, T./Capt. Z.B. 
Buckingham Palace, Nov. 26. 


The King held an Investiture in the Pall Room of the 
Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre- 
ence of the King, when His Majesty invested them with 
the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Orders 
into which they have been admitted :— 


THe Most EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE British Empire. 
)fticers (Military Division). 
* * 


* * 


Maj. William Stothert. 


His Majesty conferred decorations as follows :— n 


THe Minitary Cross. 
* / * * 


* * 


Capt. Eustace Laine, 
War Office, November 26, 1919. 
The following were among the Decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign. ‘The King has given unre- 
stricted permission in all cases to wear the decorations 
and medals in question :— 
Conferred hy the President of the French Republic. 
OrpDRE DU MERITE AGRICOLE. 
(Chevalier). 
Lt.-Col. J, J. Griffith, p.s.0, v.R.c.v.s., (Res. of Offs.). 
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CoRRECTIONS. 


The follg. is now correctly described :—Gazette No. 
31586, dated Oct. 7, 1919. Ordre du Merite Agricole 
Officier).—Page 12409.—Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. W. 

ason, 9.B.E., F.R.C.V.S., T.D., A.V.S. (Reta, T-F.). 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Forces. Royat Army VeTerinary Corps 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, Nov. 19. 


The follg. relinquish their commns. on completion of 
service :—Temp. Capt. I). O. Turnbull, p.s.o. ( Aug 19), 
and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. Temp. Capts. and 
retain the rank of Capt. :—A. Burnfield (Oct. 11); B. 
T. Carmichael (Oct 21); D. R. Chalmers (Sept. 27) ; 
N. M. Crawford (Oct. 21); L. A. Donovan (Oct. 21) ; 
J. N. Ellah (Oct. 21); W. S. Grogan (Oct. 21); J. E. 
Hutchinson (Sept. 26) ; C. F. Johnston (Oct. 9) ; T. J. 
Lewis (Oct. 17) ; A. Logan (Oct. 20) ; J. McAfee (Oct. 
11); W. A. Potts (Sept. 25); M. J. Reidy (Oct. 11) ; 
F.C. Simpson (Sept. 12); G. Whitehead (Aug. 22); 
Temp. Lts., and retain the rank of Lt. :—F.W. Buek 
(Sept. 22) ; W. D. MacCormack (Aug. 28). 
Nov 21. 

Maj. H. Greenfield relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt-Col. 
on ceasing to hold the a - of A.D.V.S. (Oct. 11). 

On. as — relinquishes the temp. rank of Maj. 

ug. 26). 

Capt. . W. C. Drinkwater, T.¥,, relinquishes the act. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(Sept. 13). 

Nov. 22. 


Om A. Hodgins, D.s.0., relinquishes actg. rank of Lt.- 
]. on ceasing to comd. a Vet. Hosp (April 20). 
Capt. A. a D.8.0., to be actg. Maj. while holding 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (April 23). - 
ov. 28. 


Temp. a R. J. Stordy, ¢.B.£., D.s.0., relinquishes the 
act. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
D.D.V.S. (Sept. 5). 

Nov. 29. 


Maj. W. W. R. Neale, 0.8.£., relinquishes the ys, rank 
of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(May 6). 

INDIA OFFICE, DEC. 2. 
INDIAN Civil VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Lt.-Col. to be Col.—A. Smith, F.R.c.v.s. (July 29). 


TERRITORIAL Force. Nov. 26. 


Capt. (temp. Maj.) W.S. Lornie, m.c., relinquishes the 
temp. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Oct. 17). 


ec, 1. 
Capt. (Bt. Maj.) (actg. Maj.) E. E. Seldon relinquishes 
_— rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Oct. 
28). 


OBITUARY. 


The late Capt. Daunt Meadows. 


The following is an extract from The Pioneer Mail of 
31st October, 1919. 


“Lahore, 24th October. _A fatal accident occurred 
near Sohawa in the Jhelum“district a few days ago by 
which Mr. D. ogg Indian Civil Veterinary De- 
partment lost his life. It appears that Mr. Meadows 
was duck shooting on a jhil near Sohawa and in follow- 
ing up a bird he had brought down got out of his depth 
in the jhil and was drowned. 


(Continued on next page. ) 


NEW INSTRUMENTS. 


The following instruments, 
suggested by Charles Roberts, 
M.R.C.V.S., Tunbridge Wells, are 
manufactured by Messrs. Arnold 
and Sons, Giltspur St., London, 
E.C, 


New Forcers. 


A piece of small tape or strong 
silk or catgut is threaded through 
the apertures in the jaws of this 
instrument, This is passed to 
the back of the occiput of the 
puppy, the forceps are then open- 
ed and the “ blades” passed down 
the sides of the neck and closed 
underneath the trachea. The 
ends of the tape, which have 
been retained outside the vulva, 
are then pulled to sufficiently 
tighten the noose thus formed 
round the neck of the foetus, and 
traction can be applied. 


New 
Foor 
Burrs 
oR 
DrILLs. 


Several varieties and shapes of 
steel burrs or drills (resembling, ex- 
cept in size, those used by dentists 
for excavating carious teeth), and one 
of emery-stone, are made to fit into a 
holder which is actuated by means of 
the mechanical horse-clipping 
maehine now used in most stables. 

They are useful for exploring the 
foot, for removing the diseased horn 
in “seedy toe,” for drilling through 
the sole in cases of suppurations 
from pricks, corns, etc., and cutting 
the wall away in quittor operations. 

The trephining instrument with its 
accompanying gimlet can be modified 
for use in the same holder, 


| 
| 
| 
| 

A 

| 
4 


268 THE 


VETERINARY RECORD 


December 6, 1919 


“This distressing accident deprives the Corps of a 
nti officer who will be muc 
es. Mr. Meadows was keenly devoted to the work 
of fis profession, and had specialised in the subject of 
diseases of camels; he had also shown ‘exceptional 
talents as a linguist. He was a member of the Royal 
ey of Veterinary Surgeons and joined the Corps in 
1916 being posted to the Punjab. At the beginning of 
the war he was employed as Superintendant of the De- 
partment for the North Panjab and North West Fron- 
tier Provinces, and received a commission in the veteri- 
nary Branch of the Indian Army Reserve in April 1919. 
“On being relieved from apes A duty he succeeded 
Mr. Pool as Camel Specialist at Sohawa.” 


Capt. Daunt Meadows, Veterinary Branch, Indian 
Army Reserve, served during the war in Seistan and 


tionally hard worker, and one of the small band who 
maintained the credit of their profession in India while 
their brother officers were gaining honours and rewards 
with the various Expeditionary Forces. By his death 
the veterinary profession has lost one of the brightest of 
its young members, a man who had already done much 
to uphold its honour, while the Indian Government has 
lost an officer with practical experience of camels gained 
in the hard school of active service. His appointment 
as camel specialist to the Government of the Panjab, 
Sohawa, was considered by all who knew him to have 
been a most happy selection. 


| 
| 


regretted by his col- | G 


one of the earliest members o 


form and the characteristic turns of speec 


| 


powers of work. It might be said that he never quite 
came into his own as a trainer of students. 


Prof. James Murpny, 52, Rose Street, Garnethill, 
lasgow. Graduatei, Glas: Dec. 1899. 


The late Professor James Murphy, M.R.C.V8. 

The death occurred on November 28 of Professor 
James Murphy, Professor of Anatomy, Zoology and 
Parasitology at the Glasgow Veterinary College. Pro- 
fessor Murphy was 65 years of age. Born near the 
‘historic Bell o’ the Brae in High Street, Glasgow, 
Mr. Murphy was of Scots Irish extraction. His connec- 
tion with the Glasgow Veterinary College commenced 
in 1878, but after passing his first professional examina- 
tion he relinquished his Veterinary studies and devoted 
himself to the study of science in general. 

For a time he was attached to the staff as assistant to 


'Professor Bower in the Botany class at Glasgow 


afterwards in North West Persia. He was an excep- | 1600 Se to 


/eterinary 


College to the position he occupied at the time of his 


eath. 
An ardent admirer of Glasgow, especially of the old 
district in which he was born, Professor Murphy was 
the Old Glasgow Club 
and of Provand’s Lordship, in both of which he took a 
keen and active interest. Many students in all parts of 
the world will remember his clean shaven, bony face 
with the twinkle of humour about the eyes, the spare 
. In his 

earlier professional life he showed great versatility and 


He was a widower ; and is survived by a family of 


| two daughters and three sons, one of the latter is at 


| present a veterinary student. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies Foot- Parasitic 
_ Anthrax Glanders. t Mange. Swine Fever. 
Confrmd) ont. | ani. | | Out- | Ani- | ani. |Sheep] 
Period, |%‘q|breaks mals. | Ont- | Ani- |breaks| mals. |, mais.| Scab-| Out- | Slangh- 
mals, breaks | tered. * 
A'S (a) (a) (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. | | 
Week ended Nov. 29] 1 | 7 1 21 74 | 134 33 46 23 
. 1918 6 1 2 83 | 129 7 24 9 
1917 a| 5 58] 10] 98 13 
_ 1916 | Wi 58 27 
Total for 48 weeks, 1919 148 5 | 212 | 280 70 | 3066 22 58 | 4593 | 9182 | 321 2159 996 
r 1918 | 83 > 3] 223 | 258 8 40 31 92 | 4011 | 7455] 304] 1300 526 
1917 392 | 447 25 | 58 | 2257 | 4215] 457] 2013 851 
vs 1916 | | | 497 | 590 1 | 73 | 45| 114] 1927 | 4263] 263] 4057 | 9044 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 2, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 29 1 14 1 3 
1918 ... ee sie eee 1 7 1 6 
Corresponding Week in { 1917 ... oo ove eco os 16 1 2 
Total for 48 weeks, 1919 ose 1 1 135 257 31 26 
1918 ... 2 2 ose oie non 95 296 28 129 
Uorresponding period in { 1917 ... 3 5 ove 1 1 at 376 196 1127 
1916 ... 3 7 one 59 415 294 1710 
ys tp of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec, 1, 1919 
Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are“approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


